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Club of Edmonton South

Mto wa Mbu - Tanzania
Maternity Health Care



Edmonton South Rotary Club sent a container of 

medical and school supplies and equipment to Tanza-

nia. The Lead on the project was Maureen Fath, with 

support from Sam George and working with Leesha 

Mafuru from Boma Africa.

The container was shipped to the port of Dar es 

Salaam, in Tanzania, and then by land, about 600 

kilometers, to the village of Mto wa Mbu. The village 

of has an approximate population of 12,000 and 

catchment area of 100,000. It is an isolated area, 

with limited services. 

Club of Edmonton South

This project moved ahead at a faster pace than we 
originally planned, and this is to take advantage of 

the availability of the trusted NGO group (Boma 

Africa) to support the project, particularly port and 
custom process, oversight of land transportation and 
supervision of safe storage and delivery of the sup-
plies. 

The container and the transportation was arranged, 
with the support of the Emmanuel Foundation. It will 
arrive at the port of Dar es Salaam on or about March 
15, 2017. 

We arranged for a Broker to assist with the port and 
custom processes, and then a transport company to 
take the container from the port to the village.

Edmonton South is completing this project with the 
support of Boma Africa, with a direct connection to 
Maureen Fath,  Leesha Mafuru, Midwifery partner to 
Maureen. Leesha is the co founder of Boma Africa. 
The village will be the home base for Leesha and her 
husband Lawrence for the next year, making this 
project a good fit for Edmonton South. Leesha and 
her husband Lawrence, who will be at the port when 
the container arrives. As well, one of Leesha’s relatives 
works at the port.

Boma Africa has been instrumental in supporting a 
number of social, housing and health projects in this 
same village, and have a positive working relationship 
with the village council. 

What makes this a great project? 

This is a hands on project that invites our members to 
provide sweat equity. The need for a maternity health 
service in this isolated village is urgent, and has been 
confirmed by Boma 
Africa, our trusted NGO.  
They have a positive 
relationship with the 
village and have com-
pleted projects with 
them, and have a com-
mitment from the village 
for continued partner-
ship. 

As part of this project, 
Leesha will provide 
training for local health 
providers to be able to 
become midwives: an 
additional value add for 
the village and for this 
project. 

Edmonton South Rotary supporting a maternity clinic in Tanzania 

The supplies and equipment will be used to furnish 

maternity health care services, and provide school 

supplies for Kindergarten, Grade 1 and 2, so the 

children won’t have to walk 12 kilometers to the next 

closest school. The service will initially operate out of 

a facility that the village will rent to the project. 

The total cost of the project is expected to be 

$14,000 to $17,000. This includes $8,600 for the 

shipping of the container, approximately $1,300 to 

$2,000 for custom and port charges and administra-

tion, approximately $1,800 to $3,000 for land trans-

port (dependent on weight) and $3,000 for the con-

tainer, which will remain at the program site and be 

used for storage and then housing.  

The Club, through international service, and gener-

ous donations from members, has enough funds to 

cover the costs.  

The estimated benefit to the community will be 

around $120,000 in supplies and equipment and the 

container which will be used for storage and housing 


